Card 1
1. Read the text “Mass Media” and answer the questions:
a) Why do Mass media play such an important role in our lives?

b) Do you agree that there is more bad news than good news?

c) Why is TV the main source of information?

d) Do you think that journalists are given too much freedom nowadays?

e) How do you usually learn the news? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. You want to enter the courses of foreign languages. Phone there and learn where the courses are situated, what the terms of training are, how much money it costs, what the necessary documents are to enter the courses.
You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of the secretary.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 2

1. Read the text “Soho” and answer the questions:
a) What city is the text about?

b) How did the name ‘Soho’ appear?

c) Why is this part of the city considered cosmopolitan?

d) Would you like to visit it if you had a chance?

e) Why is it fun to travel? 

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. You’ll have to write an article about the protection of environment to school magazine, which is published in English. Discuss with the editor: the title of your article, what problems should be considered, when you should finish it.
You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of the editor.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 3

1. Read the text “Dutch Dreamland” and answer the questions:
a) Why don’t Japanese tourists need to travel any longer?

b) What does the theme park in the town of Tech Bosch look like?

c) Why is it such a popular place?

d) Are there any theme parks in Russia?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. Your class took part in the competition and won the grant. Explain to the foreign journalist who gave you this grant, what for you were given it, what you are planning to buy for school on the money from the grant.

You begin the conversation.
The teacher will play the part of your jounnalist.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 4

1. Read the text “Whose finger is on the button in your house?” and answer the questions:
a) Whose finger is on the button in your house?

b) What game is called “Who’s the Boss?”

c) When do people begin to play this game?

d) What decisions can people make?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3.  Act out the situation. You and your foreign friend who stays in your city are going to go on the excision. Discuss where it`s better to go and why, who you`d like to invite with you. Take a common decision.

You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of your friend.

____________________________________________________________________________
Card 5
1. Read the text “How to be a successful inventor” and answer the questions:
a) What personal qualities are necessary to become an inventor?

b) Why do you think similar inventions were created at the same time?
c) Do you think that all inventions can be useful for people? Why?

d) What do you think is the most important invention over the last 100 years? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. Your foreign friend who stays in your city and you are making your plans for the coming weekend. Ask him\her about his/her plans. Try to persuade him\her that the best way of spending free time is going to the theatre/cinema, etc.
You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the role of your foreign friend.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 6

1. Read the text “Living in the city” and answer the questions:
a) What advantages and disadvantages of living in the city can you name?

b) Who can find living in the city appealing?

c) Why is it still difficult to live in the city?

d) Where do people prefer living when they get older? Why?

e) Where would you like to live? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. Your friend has returned from a trip to one of the English-speaking countries. Ask him/her where he/she was, what made the greatest impression on him/her and why.

You begin the conversation.
The teacher will play the part of your friend.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 7

1. Read the text “Who’s afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?” and answer the questions:
a) Why do wolves have a bad reputation?

b) Why is the Ethiopian wolf on the edge of extinction?

c) What made Claudio Sillero-Zubini leave Oxford?

d) How can the programme described in the text help the wolves?

e) Do you think that it’s necessary to save rare species of animal? Why?  

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Discuss with the examiner what problems teenagers have nowadays. Give your own opinion and ask for the examiner’s point of view.
You begin the conversation.

____________________________________________________________________________
Card 8

1. Read the text “Raised by animals” and answer the questions:
a) What can you tell about Romulus and Remus?

b) How did Rome get its name?

c) Why couldn’t the girl found in India communicate with other children?

d) Do you think it’s possible for the children raised by animal to become normal people? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. You are in the shop in one of the European cities. You want to buy some new summer clothes. Ask a shop assistant for advice what to buy, if this thing fits you, ask about the price and decide if to buy it or not.
You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of a shop-assistant.

__________________________________________________________________________
Card 9

1. Read the text “He’s got a ticket to ride for free” and answer the questions:
a) What’s special in Anton Krotov’s travelling?

b) What are his books about?

c) Where does he live?

d) Why is his door always unlocked?

e) Would you like to travel in such a way? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Discuss with the examiner what activities are most popular among teenagers. Give your own opinion and ask for the examiner’s point of view.

You begin the conversation.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 10

1. Read the text “A lazy man’s guide to holiday shopping” and answer the questions:
a) What way of shopping is popular nowadays?

b) Why is this kind of shopping comfortable?

c) What can people buy using the Internet?

d) Does you family use the Internet for shopping?

e) What would you buy via the Internet?
2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Discuss with the examiner the most popular holidays in the English-speaking countries. Which one you’d like to take part in and why. Give your own opinion and ask for the examiner’s point of view.

You begin the conversation.

____________________________________________________________________________
Card 11

1. Read the text “Will we live to see the first cloned human?” and answer the questions:
a) Why has the idea of reproducing exact copies always been popular in books and films?

b) How successful are the scientists with cloning animals?

c) What medical possibilities does cloning open?

d) Does cloning have only advantages? Why?

e) Do you think that scientists should be allowed to clone people? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. You are on a visit to your foreign friend. Your friend and you are going to enter some sport section. Discuss what kind of sport you’d like to go in for, coordinate the days of your sport activities.
You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of your friend.

____________________________________________________________________________
Card 12

1. Read the text “London Underground: curse or pride?” and answer the questions:
a) What is bad about London Underground?

b) What have you learnt about the history of London Underground?

c)  What is special about the first carriages?

d) How often do you use the Underground?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. You want to enter the courses of foreign languages. Your friend doesn`t think it is necessary to learn foreign languages, because you can always use the services of the translator. You don’t agree with him. Give not fewer than two reasons why it is important nowadays to study foreign languages.

You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of your friend.

____________________________________________________________________________
Card 13

1. Read the text “A country of young men” and answer the questions:
a) What is your idea of a typical American teenager?

b) Can you compare Russian and American teenagers? Are there many differences?

c) Which do you like best? Why?

d) Do you agree that a teenager’s life is difficult? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. Take an interview from the popular foreign singer. Ask him/her when he/she started his/her career, why he/she chose this kind of art, what his plans for the future are.

You begin the conversation.

The teacher will play the part of a pop singer.

__________________________________________________________________________
Card 14

1. Read the text “How the British relax” and answer the questions:
a) Why is it necessary to relax?

b) What are the most popular activities in Great Britain?

c) Why do extreme sports attract people?

d) Where do they prefer spending their holidays?

e) Which of these activities would you like to take part in?
2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Discuss with the examiner why so many people like travelling. Talk about your favourite means of travelling. What dangers can people face while travelling? Give your own opinion and ask for the examiner’s point of view.
You begin the conversation.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 15

1. Read the text “Megabytes” and answer the questions:

a) What is the dream house of Joyce and Larry Lacerte?

b) How do the members of the family communicate in the house?

c) Why are the computers so important in their family?

d) How does a day begin in the family?

e) Would you like to live in such a house? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. Your friend is a regular visitor of McDonald’s. Explain to him/her that fast-food is not healthy. Give your reasons. Give him/her a piece of advice what to do to be healthy.

You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of your friend.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 16

1. Read the text “The boy who was taught to talk by dolphins” and answer the questions:

a) Why had Nikki never spoken a word?

b) Where did Nikki’s mother take her son? Why?

c) Who helped Tabita to raise money?

d) What was the result?

e) Were the parents happy with the results?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. Your foreign friend considers that computer is very harmful for health. You don’t agree with him. Prove him/her that modern life is impossible without computers. Give not fewer than two reasons in favour of using a computer.

You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of your friend

____________________________________________________________________________
Card 17

1. Read the text “A true Brit” and answer the questions:
a) What unusual event took place in 1619?

b) Did Tim Fitz break John Taylor’s record?

c) What happened in 2004? Was it a success?

d) Was he the first person to cross the English Channel in a bathtub?

e) What do you think of such eccentric people?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Discuss with the examiner your favourite TV programmes. Give your own opinion and ask for the examiner’s point of view.

You begin the conversation.

____________________________________________________________________________
Card 18

1. Read the text “The unluckiest woman in the country” and answer the questions:
a) Why is Mary Rawsthorne considered to be the unluckiest woman in the country?

b) What does Richard Wiseman study and why?

c) Do you believe that there are lucky and unlucky people?

d) What are your ideas about the problem?

e) What kind of person are you?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. You are going to visit an English-speaking country in October. Ask you foreign friend who lives there what the weather is like in October, if it is changeable. Ask him/her what clothes to take with you.

You begin the conversation.
The teacher will play the part of your friend.

____________________________________________________________________________
Card 19

1. Read the text “Eden Project: 21st century Global garden” and answer the questions:
a) How did the Eden Project begin?

b) What does the Eden Project look like?
c) What climatic zones can you see there?

d) Why is the Eden Project so popular among tourists?

e) Do you think it’s a good idea to create such tings in different countries? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Act out the situation. Your foreign friend is in a bad mood. Try to find out the reason of it, ask how you can help him/her, and give your advice how to change the situation.

You begin the conversation. 

The teacher will play the part of your friend.

___________________________________________________________________________
Card 20

1. Read the text “Family escape death in freezing water” and answer the questions:
a) Where did the family travel?

b) How did this accident happen?

c) Who was the first to fall into the water?

d) What happened to Ben?

e) What’s their next holiday destination? Why?

2. Read the text and express your opinion on the main idea of the text. Prove your point of view.

3. Discuss with the examiner different ways of getting information (via the Internet, reference books, libraries). Give your own opinion and ask for the examiner’s point of view.

You begin the conversation. 

____________________________________________________________________________

